
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

CEASE AND DESIST ORDER

ORDER NO. 91-055

REQUIRING INTERNATIONAL TECHNOLOGY CORPORATION, BAKER SITE,
MARTINEZ, CONTRA COSTA COUNTY, TO COMPLY WITH THE

TOXIC PITS CLEANUP ACT OF 1984

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region (hereinafter called the
Board) finds that:

1. International Technology Corporation (herein after called discharger) owns and operates Class I
impoundments at their Baker site (hereinafter called facility). The facility is located east of the City
of Martinez in Contra Costa County and directly south of the confluence of Pacheco Creek and
Walnut Creek Flood Control Channels.

Z. This facility has a total of eleven unlined Class I impoundments, which are designated as A-I, A-Z,
A-3, A-4, A-5, B, C, D-1, D-Z, D-3, and E, and have been used for wastewater evaporation,
biodegradation of wastewater and storage of contaminated storm runoff. Although the facility
ceased accepting off-site waste in 1988,the discharger stored hazardous waste containing free liquid
and contaminated storm runoff in these impoundments. Late in the summer of 1990,the discharger
has moved the bottom sludges into mounds within impoundments A, C, D-Z, D-3, and E. About
six-inches of cover, consisting of soil from the impoundments' natural bottom, has been placed and
compacted over the sludge mound. The temporary soil cover is intended to control wind dispersal
and rainfall until final closure of the site. Staff has not evaluated the effectiveness of this cover to
prevent infiltration of water. The discharger proposes to mound bottom sludge in the remaining
impoundments during the summer of 1991.

3. On April 15, 1987,the Board adopted Cease and Desist Order (CDO) No. 87-037, which established
a task and time schedule for the discharger to comply with the Toxic Pits Cleanup Act of 1984
(TPCA). The discharger submitted information as required by the CDO. The CDO required that
all surface impoundments contain no liquid hazardous waste or hazardous waste containing free
liquids by January 1, 1989. The discharger has reported, that only one of the eleven impoundments
(impoundment B) contains a large amount of liquid (1.96 million gallons). The discharger has also
allowed incident rain water to mix with hazardous waste sludges in impoundments B, D-1, and to
a lesser extent in other impoundments, therefore, the discharger has not complied with the CDO.

4. The Board adopted a revised Water Quality Control Plan for the San Francisco Bay Region (Basin
Plan) on December 17, 1986 and amended it on August 19, 1987 and July 18, 1989. This Order
implements the water quality objectives for Suisun Bay as stated in the Basin Plan.

5. The potential beneficial uses of the ground water in the area are:

a. Industrial Process and Service Supply; and,












